Syndrome of hyporeninemic hypoaldosteronism. Study of two cases and review of the literature.
Two patients with chronic mild to moderate renal failure presenting with unexplained hyperkalemia were studied, and found to have hyporeninemic hypoaldosteronism. Hyperkalemia, generally uncommon in nonoliguric stable renal failure, resulted from the combination of apparent insensitivity of the diseased kidney to aldosterone and variable degrees of impairment in the reninaldosterone axis. The clinical picture, the methods of establishing the diagnosis, the therapeutic alternatives and the possible pathogenetic mechanisms involved are described.